HUDSON VALLEY: Incredibly Interesting…

If you are following the debate of Milan and Montgomery’s attempts at local wetlands laws, or are familiar with the Greenway pact, the following article is incredibly interesting.  It not only is describing a potentially unfulfilled ‘benefit’ of municipalities joining the Greenway pact, but it is even more interesting that the town of Milan is not appealing the Supreme Court’s actions on its Wetlands local law. Hmmm…..

http://www.dailyfreeman.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=19663019&BRD=1769&PAG=461&dept_id=74958&rfi=6 

DUTCHESS: Poughkeepsie Plans $5M Infrastructure Upgrades

The Poughkeepsie Common Council Monday night approved $4.8 million in bonds to undertake a number of infrastructure upgrades.        
Work will include upgrades to streets, sidewalks, parking, technology, parks, water, storm and sanitary sewers and the wastewater treatment plant.
Common Council Chairman Brian Doyle said the work is needed to bring the city up to modern levels.

The life spans of the projects range from five to 30 years.
(MidHudsonNews.com)
DUTCHESS: Electrician Licensing Law Step Closer
A local law that would require electricians working in Dutchess County to hold a master electrician's license was passed out of the county Legislature's Government Services and Administration Committee on Wednesday in a vote that mirrored the split in community sentiment over the plan. 

The 9-3 vote in favor of the law came after nearly 90 minutes of debate and public comment during which the vast majority of those speaking urged the adoption of the measure. 

Among the most vocal supporters of the proposed legislation were representatives of electricians' associations and electrical inspectors, who said the law would protect county residents from the dangers of shoddy workmanship. 

The idea of adopting a law requiring electricians working within Dutchess County to hold a master electrician license issued by the county is one that has been debated within the Dutchess County Legislature since the 1980s. 

In 1989 a proposed local law was defeated in Legislature, and in 2000 a proposed law was pulled by its sponsor before it could be put to a vote. 

In 2006, the Legislature adopted a bill in a 16-9 vote across party lines, but, with County Executive William Steinhaus firmly opposed to the law, that vote count fell short of the two-thirds majority necessary for the state Legislature to consider the "home rule bill" required for the county to enact the law. 

Dutchess County Democrats, who now hold a 14-11 majority, are hoping for the support of at least three Republicans on Monday to give the bill the two-thirds majority the state Legislature requires for passage. 

(Daily Freeman)

DUTCHESS: Steinhaus Announces “Green” Webpage

http://www.co.dutchess.ny.us/CountyGov/Departments/CountyExecutive/14246.htm 

ORANGE: Montgomery Energy Star
The Town of Montgomery held a public hearing on May 1st to discuss Energy Star mandates on all new residential construction. 

The Builders Association contributed to the turnout of approximately 100 people, and the measure was ultimately voted down.  I was approached after the hearing about possibly working together to offer an incentive.  If you are interested in collaborating with the town to draft legislation to be possibly considered, please contact me at Rachel@hvbuilder.com.  

If this is successful, it could become a region-wide model.  Put your thinking caps on, people.
ORANGE: Fiscal Impacts of Development

The Town of Montgomery’s Economic Advisory Committee cordially invites the public to attend a presentation on the fiscal impacts of development and the importance of fiscal balance considerations in land use planning. 

Thursday, May 22

7:00 pm

Montgomery Town Hall, Second Floor Main Meeting Room

110 Bracken Road, Montgomery NY

Camoin Associates of Saratoga Springs will present a study it has conducted in the context of the Town of Montgomery’s Economic Development Plan that explores how to mix residential and commercial property development as the Town grows to maintain or improve the Town’s fiscal health and level of services. Please RSVP by calling 457-2600 to ensure that we have adequate seating.

SULLIVAN: Thompson Passes Recreation Fees

The Town of Thompson has passed a new recreation fee that will be applied to developers who build subdivisions of five or more lots.

Developers will be charged $1,000 per lot, with the money going into a dedicated fund for recreation purposes.

Municipalities commonly employ recreation fees — usually in the range of $1,000-$2,500 per lot — under the assumption that more recreation will be needed as the town or village's population grows.

SULLIVAN: Not Building Related….
So, this is not building related, but it’s an incredible measure toward reigning in taxes: 

Sullivan County Legislature Chairman Jonathan Rouis and Orange County Executive Edward Diana have begun meetings to discuss cooperation and collaboration opportunities between the two counties.

“Much like what Pattern for Progress is doing on a global scale with the nine counties in the Hudson Valley, Mr. Diana and I believe Sullivan and Orange can work together on a more localized effort to increase cost efficiency and reduce redundancy in our governmental operations,” said Rouis. 

Some key areas discussed include bulk energy purchasing, sharing information and research about cost efficiency measures, possible collaboration and shared services, solid waste services and the County Jail system.

Rouis and Diana have agreed to meet on a regular basis with appropriate staff from both counties to continue sharing research and ideas and exploring collaboration opportunities.

(MidHudsonNews.com)

ULSTER: Materials Exchange Moving to New Paltz

The Hudson Valley Materials Exchange, the not-for-profit seller of recyclable construction materials, hopes to reopen in June or July at the New Paltz town transfer station on Clearwater Road, off Route 32.

(Times Herald Record)

ULSTER: Worker Housing Agency Accepting Applications

The Ulster County Farm Worker Housing Program is accepting applications for grants for modular housing in agricultural districts.

To qualify, properties must be in one of the county's four agricultural districts in rural areas and must be used to house farm workers. Applications are due May 19.

Ulster County received $600,000 in grants from the New York State Office of Small Cities for the program, which will be administered by Cornell Cooperative Extension. Farmers must match at least 25 percent of the cost of new housing.

For information or to download an application, visit http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/ ulster or call 845-340-3990.

WESTCHESTER: Proposed County Septic Requirements

As I mentioned in last month’s newsletter, Westchester County is considering requiring the Board of Health to approve all additions/remodels over 1,000 sq. ft, regardless of if the addition includes another bedroom.  Their intention is to update outdated septic systems to newer technologies by having Health Department input on this new threshold.

BAHV sprung in to action, and joined members of the Westchester Builder Institute at the Board of Health public hearing on these amendments on March 20th.  There was such a turnout in opposition of these new regulations, that the Board of Legislators created a Septic Subcommittee, which among other things, will be addressing this proposed language.

The BAHV was present at the inaugural meeting, along with our friends at the Westchester Builder Institute.

There are some amendments to the proposed language, but none that address our pleas to raise the threshold above 1,000 sq ft.  Therefore, I am asking for your help and attendance at the next public hearing on the proposed language on Thursday, May 15th at 9am at Somers Town Hall.

If you have ANY questions about the legislation, OR why we’re opposing it, please contact me at Rachel@hvbuilder.com to find out more.

NOTES: Builder Family Picnic Cancelled

Please note that the Builder Picnic for tomorrow had been cancelled.  If you show up tomorrow, the only person to play dodgeball with will be Billy the Goat in the petting zoo.  Send him my regards.
