HUDSON VALLEY: Tax Help on the Way??
This article is random, confusing and all sorts of silly. But, worth reporting nonetheless:

The state could end up covering thousands of dollars in individual local property tax bills under a proposal gaining steam in Albany.  The idea is dubbed a "circuit breaker."
The proposal could mean as much as $11,492 for low-income households in Sullivan and Ulster counties and $12,546 for low-income families in Orange, according to the Fiscal Policy Institute.
At the other end, a household with more than $250,000 in annual income in Sullivan and Ulster would get only $149 from the state. In Orange, such a household would get nothing, the Institute calculated.
The state Blue Ribbon Commission on Tax Reform will present its recommendations to the state Legislature next week. Former Gov. Eliot Spitzer created the commission to respond to outrage over rising property taxes. Some families pay 25 percent of their income or more in property taxes, according to the Fiscal Policy Institute.
The state commission is headed by Nassau County Executive Thomas Suozzi. A spokesman for Suozzi said last week that the upcoming report will lay out multiple options, including a cap on property taxes in some fashion, relief from unfunded mandates and the circuit-breaker tax proposal. Legislation on the circuit breaker is already under consideration in Albany.
Suozzi favors a property tax cap, according to news reports. But the teachers unions and other school organizations in Albany back the circuit breaker, as does Frank Mauro of the Fiscal Policy Institute.
The circuit breaker factors in property taxes as a portion of family income. Once property taxes exceed a certain level, the circuit breaker kicks in and the state pays 70 percent of the property taxes over and above the threshold.
The threshold is a percentage of the family income. The most popular legislation in Albany sets three household income levels. The lowest level has a threshold of 6 percent, the middle 7 percent and the highest 8 percent.
Now, I say, what ever happened to the “Keep it Simple, Stupid (KISS)” methodology??

(Times Herald Record)
HUDSON VALLEY: Editorial Worth Reading


Below is an editorial from this week’s Daily Freeman paper, that is very much worth the read.  Whereas the proposed bills it references have nothing to do with us, the union influence does… and is worth keeping on your “front burner” so to speak:

Unreality in Albany World 
State legislators should not allow unions to bypass the bargaining table for the back rooms of Albany.

	


There is a raft of labor bills advancing in the Legislature, where the combination of one-stop shopping and the political weakness of an accidental governor without voter mandate are simply irresistible to the self-interested.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg of New York is specifically warning that two measures sought in Albany by municipal unions would cost his city as much as $300 million a year.

One bill flagged by Bloomberg would allow some workers to retroactively buy into an early retirement plan, enabling the workers to retire at age 55, rather than 62. Bloomberg estimates this would cost the city $200 million per year.

The other would allow some workers at city hospitals to retire at age 50. City officials estimate the price tag at $60 million to $100 million.

Peter Abbate Jr., D-Brooklyn, who is Assembly sponsor of both bills, says neither would cost anything. There was no word whether the assemblyman also believes in the tooth fairy.

But a little digging by The New York Times uncovered that the actuarial expert who backed that point of view for the required analysis of the legislation's fiscal impact was, in fact, hired not by the state, but by unions. The actuary told the Times that "he routinely skewed his projections to favor the unions" and candidly referred to his job, in which he has analyzed hundreds of legislative bills, as "a step above voodoo."

Still, at least the first measure has the backing of Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, D-Manhattan, and both bills have a Republican sponsor in the Senate, which usually means the approval of the majority conference.

It is a measure of the unreality of the place that Albany World is even entertaining the possibility.

First and foremost, the proper venue for these sorts of measures is the bargaining table between the parties to the labor contract, not the state Legislature.

Second, given the floundering economy and the unfavorable tide against municipal finance, this is hardly the time for the Legislature to be heaping new obligations on local governments, tried and true through thick and thin though that pattern of behavior may be in this grand Empire State.

Gov. David Paterson, a Democrat with strong historical ties to organized labor, has not taken a formal position on the bills. As an accidental governor, he'd not be in the best of positions to resist the tide, even if he were so-inclined.

Still, there is hope. Paterson told the Times that he would resist any increased spending in the coming weeks. "Someone has to present fiscal reality to the Legislature, the advocates and a lot of otherwise good causes," Paterson said.

Presumably minus the voodoo.

HUDSON VALLEY: Patterns for Progress Housing Seminar

Pattern for Progress will hold its second annual “Housing the Hudson Valley” conference June 11 at Marist College in Poughkeepsie.
The conference aims to help business, civic and nonprofit leaders address the region’s need for affordable and workforce housing. The keynote speaker will be Robert Yaro, president of the Regional Plan Association. 
The conference will run from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Nelly Goletti Theater, 3399 North Road. Registration costs $55 for Pattern members, $70 for nonmembers and $40 for municipal, planning or zoning board members. For more information, call 565-4900 or go to www.pattern-for-progress.org.

ORANGE: Montgomery, Montgomery, Montgomery… 

Boy, this town keeps me busy!

The Town of Montgomery, after overwhelming rejecting new building standards that would have mandated Energy Star, took up Inclusionary Zoning mandates at a public hearing last week.

Whereas the mandate ultimately failed by a vote of 3-2, the idea isn’t going away quietly.  The Affordable Housing Committee has now been charged with re-addressing the issue and formulating a new version that will (may, but we’re hoping for “will”) be more amenable to the interested parties (read: us).

Once again, the BAHV is a loud voice on that committee making sure that any provisions providing for affordable housing are economically viable and fair.
The committee will meet next on Thursday, June 5th at 12noon at Town Hall.  Any are welcome to join and weigh in. I would love some support! Please let me know if you have questions or plan to attend at Rachel@hvbuilder.com 

ULSTER: New Paltz Looking for Commission Volunteers

The Town of New Paltz invites interested members of the community to apply for vacant seats on the Environmental Conservation Commission (3-year term), the Historic Preservation Commission (5-year term) and for the Zoning Board of Appeals (5-year term). 

If you have an interest in volunteering to serve on any of these committees, send a letter of interest and resume to Deputy Supervisor Jane Ann Williams at janeannwilliams@townofnewpaltz.org or PO Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561.

ULSTER: Kingston Property Tax Shift
A city real estate agent told Common Council members on Wednesday that they should support Mayor James Sottile's proposal to shift the majority of Kingston's property tax burden to homeowners. 
Currently, commercial properties bear more than half the tax burden even though they account for significantly less than half of city's total assessed value. 
Sottile has noted that business account for only 30 percent of the city's total assessed property value but carry 51 percent of the tax burden, while residences make up 70 percent of the city's value but pay only 49 percent of the taxes. 
Under the mayor's proposal, which he says would be more fair than the current arrangement, homeowners would pay 62 percent of the city's property taxes and business would pay 38 percent. 
(Daily Freeman)

WESTCHESTER: Proposed County Septic Requirements

As I’ve mentioned in the last couple newsletters, Westchester County is considering requiring the Board of Health to approve all additions/remodels over 1,000 sq. ft, regardless of if the addition includes another bedroom.  Their intention is to update outdated septic systems to newer technologies by having Health Department input on this new threshold.

BAHV sprung in to action, and joined members of the Westchester Builder Institute at the Board of Health and Board of Legislators Septic Subcommittee public hearings to speak against these amendments on March 20th, April 17th and again on May 15th.   
We have had member support from the BAHV as well as the Westchester Builder Institute opposing these new regulations and appreciate the team effort.  But it seems the Boards are looking at us while we speak, but not listening.  There is more work to do!
We have followed up with written testimony and will wait to hear what hurdle is next. Thanks all, for your support.

If you have ANY questions about the legislation, OR why we’re opposing it, please contact me at Rachel@hvbuilder.com to find out more.
