PAC: Wine Tasting
Please make your reservations for the Winter Wine Tasting on March 28th generously sponsored by Tarshis, Catania, Liberth, Mahon & Milligram and Prudential Serls Prime Properties!!! 


PLEASE NOTE: This is not an event you can attend day-of without reservations.  Because it is an off-site catered affair and we have occupant limits on our building, we need all reservations IN ADVANCE. I will not assume you are coming if you haven’t RSVP’ed to me. Thank you.
HUDSON VALLEY: Having a DEC Issue?

I have heard more and more from our builder members about jurisdictional issues with DEC and wetlands.  If this sounds like you – or you have another DEC issue – this month’s General Membership Meeting is one NOT TO BE MISSED!

The DEC Director, William Janeway, will be our speaker at the March 11th GMM at the Holiday Inn in Fishkill.  He will be outlining the new administration’s priorities for the DEC, and then has graciously offered to open up the program to Q&A.  

Now is a great time to ask questions regarding DEC to the man who knows best.  Please find the reservation form in the March newsletter, or log in to our website and reserve your seat online (www.hvbuilder.com).  Of course, you can always call Roxana at 567-6600 who would be happy to assist you.

HUDSON VALLEY: Lobby Day 

Lobby Day has been scheduled for April 1st (and no, I’m not ‘fooling’ you….).  Best Building & Supply Lumber Corp has generously stepped up to sponsor our Luncheon with the Legislators, which is the new format for this year.

If you are interested in joining the BAHV on Lobby Day, please rsvp ASAP to Rachel@hvbuilder.com, and I will send along your registration information.

HUDSON VALLEY: Before You Sign Those Checks….
2007 was an extremely interesting year in terms of our legislators’ actions, promises and compromises.  I have no doubt that 2008 will be an even more peculiar, disappointing and/or informative year in terms of which legislators are truly supportive of our industry and who are actively working against us.

I know that you often get solicitations for attendance and sponsorships at fundraisers for our Hudson Valley representatives.  

If you have any doubt about where a legislator stands, in terms of our industry and our priorities, please consider contacting me at Rachel@hvbuilder.com or at (845) 567-6600 to discuss… I’d be happy to help.

Your donations this year – as in every year – are so extremely helpful and appreciated, whether they are to our HV BuildPAC or to individual member’s campaigns. But, let’s make sure those valued dollars get into the hands (and campaign coffers) of those who truly support the building and business industries!

DUTCHESS: Beekman TB Plans Meeting

The Beekman town board will hold a workshop meeting on Tuesday evening in town hall.  At 7 p.m., the town board will meet with the economic development committee.  Town hall is at 4 Main St.

DUTCHESS: Clinton Preservation

The state Department of Agriculture and Markets has given the town a $25,000 grant for the development of an agriculture and farmland protection plan. 

"We're going to do a study, classify the agricultural lands in the town and then come up with some kind of a plan, working with farmers and landowners, to preserve that land," said town Supervisor Jeffrey Burns. "We're going to study the farmlands that we have and try to develop a plan to keep them open as long as possible." 

In 2007, Burns said, the town received a $10,000 grant from Hudson Valley Greenway to create an open space protection plan. 

Burns said the town has hired Ted Fink, of Greenplan, to work on both the open space and farmland preservation plans, as well as work with the town to update its comprehensive plan. 

**Keep this on your radar, as this could be the next town to submit a home rule request for CPF.** If you live in Clinton, consider getting on the committee.

(Daily Freeman)

DUTCHESS: Red Hook Looks At Affordable Housing

The Town Board is reviewing proposed town zoning law changes that would encourage developers to increase the number of affordable housing units in new projects. 

The amendments were discussed during a Town Board meeting last week, when officials were given a report from the Intermunicipal Task Force. 

Councilman James Ross said developers seldom take advantage of current zoning codes that reduce lot size for subdivisions to be uses in affordable housing plans. 

Officials said zoning that sets strict limits on lot sizes should be reconsidered in favor of flexible subdivision requirements that only set a minimum size. 

Other recommendations for affordable housing law include construction standards for the interior of houses.  Development standards would also limit developers to three-bedroom units. 

Changes being proposed by the task force also include giving health-care workers, volunteer firefighters, school district and municipal employees, armed service veterans, and senior citizens as "selection priorities" for eligibility when considering whether units are considered affordable. 

Language would also include a "priority category for residents of Northern Dutchess/Southern Columbia counties."

Under the changes, town officials would be responsible for administering affordable housing sales. Duties would include: 

* Maintaining an eligibility priority list of applicants that is annually certified. 

* Establishing a lottery for selecting applicants that have equal opportunity. 

* Reviewing certification for owners and residents to certify units are occupied by eligible households. 

(Daily Freeman) 

DUTCHESS: Hyde Park to Require Electronic Proposals

Developers seeking approval of projects in Hyde Park must now submit their plan in electronic formats.

The town board last week adopted a law requiring site and subdivision plans to be submitted in a computer format.

The planning board, which approves building projects, requested the law to increase the efficiency of processing building proposals and to improve the accuracy of those plans.

Under the new law, the planning board has the authority to waive the electronic submission requirement for small building projects or for applicants who can prove the requirement would create an economic hardship.

The local law takes effect as soon as it is filed with the New York secretary of state.

(MidHudsonNews.com)

ORANGE: Heads up on Monroe Fees

The Town of Monroe is considering raising their building permit fees. Nothing has been decided, and I honestly have no more information than that.

I just spoke with the Secretary at the Building Department and she said she would have more information next month.

Just a heads up that it’s a’comin’ 

SULLIVAN: Property Tax Payment Installments

Leni Binder was recently digging through some old campaign material, from when she first ran for county legislator 12 years ago, and found her first political platform in a note written to voters.

Binder has decided to revive one of the initiatives from her original playbook: installment payments for all delinquent and current county taxes. An installment plan would help people pay their taxes bit by bit, instead of in one lump sum.
"Right now if someone has a $2,000 tax bill and comes in with a $1,000 check, we send them away," Binder said. "It's crazy."
Binder has done her homework. The state passed a law in 1994 that allows counties to accept tax payments in installments, and so Binder believes the county should adopt it as a way to lessen the brunt of those large tax bills.

SULLIVAN: Just For Fun…. For the Creative Cat in You

Bethel residents still have a chance to leave their mark on Bethel — literally. The town is still looking for a logo and the deadline is fast approaching.

The logo will be used on banners, flyers, ads and brochures. And it will be put on banners in all the hamlets in preparation for the bicentennial celebrations next year.

The deadline to enter is April 4, and submissions are limited to one per person. Entry forms are available at www.town.bethel.ny.us, by e-mail at betheltownclerk@hvc.rr.com and at the Office of the Town Clerk, 3454 Route 55 East in White Lake. Call Clerk Rita Sheehan for more information at 583-4350 ext. 11.

ULSTER: Kingston Property Values Online

The Online Assessment Roll System is up and running on Kingston's Web site - www.kingston-ny.gov, allowing computer users to examine various aspects of the city's recently completed revaluation. 

Assessments can be searched by street or specific address, and particulars about each property can be viewed by clicking on the address. 

Besides assessed value, the Web site also lists each property's square footage and information about the house's bedrooms, bathrooms, kitchens, fireplaces and utilities, among other things. 

The Web site does not include information about property taxes. 

(Daily Freeman)

WESTCHESTER: White Plains Expands Reach of Affordable Housing

The Common Council voted to expand the city's affordable-housing program to serve people who until now have earned too little or too much to be served by it.

The law will expand nearly every component of the affordable-housing program, including extending its reach beyond downtown.

Under the new law, developers who build market-rate housing developments with as few as 10 units in any of the city's multifamily zones will be required to make a portion of the units affordable, spreading the program to about a dozen neighborhoods from Carhart to Battle Hill.

The law also will increase the so-called affordable set-aside to as much as 10 percent of the units in the multifamily buildings, up from 6 percent. Developers who build for the lowest incomes in the program - those earning from 60 percent to 79 percent of the median income for the region - will remain at the current 6 percent set-aside requirement. 

The law also would apply for those earning as much as 120 percent of the median income.

In poorer neighborhoods that already have significant amounts of affordable or low-income housing, the requirement to provide affordable units will apply only in buildings with 30 units or more; in neighborhoods with lesser amounts of affordable housing, the requirement will kick in at 10 units. Until now, the affordable-housing obligation applied only in buildings of 50 units or more.

The new law also will increase the cost for developers who want to buy out of the affordable-housing requirement and sell or rent all their units at market rates. For example, the cost of buying out of the obligation to provide a two-bedroom unit will increase from $115,000 to $200,000.

Finally, the law will require that the condominiums and cooperative units in the housing program remain affordable for 30 years - a period the council can extend for another 30 - rather than the 20 years now required.

The amended housing law is a compromise between the council's Democratic majority, many of whom wanted to require more from developers, and Republican Mayor Joseph Delfino, who said asking too much would drive developers from the city. The compromise was worked out over a year of mostly private meetings and discussions, but the hearing that preceded the unanimous vote last night indicated that the public remains divided on the issue.

(Journal News)

NOTES

Due to a family emergency, I will be away until Tuesday, which is why you are getting this e-Update today.

Please remember to make your reservations for the GMM. The DEC Director will be there, for goodness sake! We should have reservations from every one of our builder members for a speaker like this! ( Thanks all.

