HUDSON VALLEY: Lobby Day 

Lobby Day has been scheduled for April 1st.  Best Building & Supply Lumber Corp has generously stepped up to sponsor our Luncheon with the Legislators, which is the new format for this year.

As of “press time” (ha ha), all of our legislators have confirmed that our luncheon is “on their schedule” with assurances they will be in attendance.  This is a great opportunity to relay our priorities to our legislators where all the magic happens. (
If you are interested in joining the BAHV on Lobby Day, please rsvp ASAP to Rachel@hvbuilder.com, and I will send along your registration information.

HUDSON VALLEY: Climate Change and Land Use

John Cappello, an attorney with Jacobowitz & Gubitz, is co-chairing a two-day conference on Climate Change and Land Use, May 5 & 6, in Tarrytown, New York. This program will focus on Global warming impacts on land use planning and project approvals. We have assembled experts from early adopter jurisdictions around the country to provide insights for the local governments, attorneys, planners, consultants and developers.

You will hear about the factors that go into a successful regulatory program, the appropriate scope of local review in the Hudson River Valley and surrounding regions, and the best way to respond to the concerns leading to these new regulations.

Mr. Cappello, and Jacobowitz & Gubitz is happy to offer their BAHV colleagues a discount to attend the program. Please mention the “Jacobowitz Discount” in the comments box of the registration page.  The discount is for $150.00 off of the full tuition price!!!

To view the conference agenda, go to link: 

 http://www.lawseminars.com/seminars/08LUCCNY.php
Register here: http://www.lsinews.com/LSI/08/08LUCCNY-r.htm Or, call Law Seminars International directly at (800) 854-8009 or email registrar@lawseminars.com

DUTCHESS: Electrical Contractors Know-Show Saturday

The Dutchess County Electrical Contractors Association’s Know-Show ‘08 seminar and trade show is Saturday at the Holiday Inn in Fishkill at the intersection of I-84 and Route 9. 
The Know-Show is one of the Hudson Valley's biggest regional electrical trade show, with 40-plus suppliers showing off their newest and best products, and offering their best professional support.
The day schedule sets aside time to tour the exhibits, before, between, and after the morning and afternoon seminar sessions.
Cost is $135 for members of electrical trade associations, $145 for non-members, $160 at door on Saturday. Fee covers continental breakfast and hot buffet lunch, two $5 raffle tickets (one for main door prize and one for door prizes at end of day). Seminar kit, program and a "goodie bag" will be ready at 7 a.m.
For more information and registration form go to dceca.com.
DUTCHESS: Molinaro and Leibell Meet Constituents Saturday

	Assemblymen Marc Molinaro, R-Tivoli, will join State Sen. Vincent Leibell, R-Patterson, at 1-3 p.m. Saturday at Dover High School, 2368 Route 22 in Dover Plains to take questions and listen to their constituents’ concerns.

Call 845-758-9790.


ORANGE: Montgomery to Modify Code

The Town of Montgomery will be holding a public hearing on May 1st at 7:30pm at Town Hall on Bracken Road to discuss Energy Star mandates on all new residential construction. 

Please contact me with questions at Rachel@hvbuilder.com 

ORANGE: County Launches Water Study

The Orange County Water Authority began its 10 month journey into figuring out a countywide solution to its water and infrastructure issues as officials met Wednesday.
The county hired Henningson, Durhan, & Richardson Architecture and Engineering to head the long-term project, which is aimed at addressing ground and surface water supply and demand issues, along with watershed protection, drought management, and long-term effects of climate change.
The Water Authority held its first meeting on the Water Master Plan in Goshen Wednesday to discuss their first priorities, which include information gathering on current water resources in the county, with municipal leaders and the public.
Water Authority Chairwoman Marcia Jacobowitz said the key to implementing the recommendations from the study is coordination with municipalities within the county.

County Planning Commissioner David Church agreed that municipal involvement is key to carrying out the Water Master Plan, which is due to be released sometime next January by the water authority.

(MidHudsonNews.com)
ORANGE: Newburgh IDA to Meet Monday

A special Industrial Development Agency meeting regarding the SUNY Orange Newburgh campus is scheduled for 6 p.m. Monday. A council meeting will follow at 7 p.m. Both meetings are at City Hall council chambers.

ORANGE: Montgomery Requests Input on Master Plan

Finding a balance between preserving history and property owner rights has been one of the challenges in drafting the Village of Montgomery’s master plan, committee chairman Kevin Conero said. The draft recommends new historic districts, guidelines for renovations and new building within those areas.

The draft also has recommendations on natural resources, sidewalks, tree preservation and business district improvements. Conero invited resident input on the plan. A public hearing is set for 7 p.m. March 31 at the senior center, 36 Bridge St. To view the plan, go to www.planitmainstreet.com/montgomery.html.
SULLIVAN: Monticello Village Manager Resigns

Village Manager Ray Nargizian will resign effective Sunday. 


Nargizian made the announcement public last night at the Village Board meeting, but said he had actually tendered his resignation on Jan. 22. He cited “personal issues.” 


Nargizian, who served for about 15 months, was praised for pushing the county into collecting back taxes owed to the village. And he clashed with former Deputy Manager John Barbarite, when Barbarite addressed code violations at properties owned by Nargizian. 


Ironically, it was Nargizian who pushed to hire Barbarite to be an aggressive code enforcer.
I think it will be a big loss,” Mayor James Barnicle said.

ULSTER: New Paltz Open Space Panel to Meet

The New Paltz Clean Water/Open Space Commission is hosting its first informational meeting for landowners at 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 2, at Deyo Hall, Broadhead Street, to familiarize landowners with New Paltz's new clean water/open space program. 
The program is based on the town's open space planned fund, and is intended to identify and support landowners interested in conserving all or part of their property. 
In 2006, New Paltz citizens voted to create a $2 million fund to support land conservation initiatives. This source of funding will make it possible for the town of New Paltz to compensate landowners for conserving their land, including the placing of permanent restrictions, called conservation easements, on the land. 
The town has created an 11-member Clean water/Open Space Commission to work with landowners and to evaluate the conservation values of various properties. 
For more information, contact Guy Visk at Town Hall, at (845) 255-0604. 

** If you are a resident of New Paltz, consider attending to provide balance to the conversation. **

WESTCHESTER: New Laws Proposed for Yonkers Home Size and Design

A task force that studied how to regulate oversize homes is proposing city regulations for home sizes and architectural design.
Mayor Phil Amicone's McMansion Task Force (I’m not kidding, that’s really what it’s call) issued its report March 13 and delivered it to the mayor, whose office is now developing ordinances that would change the zoning codes. They include restrictions on the gross square footage that can be built on parcels, side yards' setbacks and design guidelines that are intended to prevent the construction of box-like homes.

The proposed ordinances are expected to be delivered to the City Council within a few weeks.
Williams said current zoning allows new homes in her Crestwood neighborhood to be as large as 5,000 square feet, while Crestwood's original homes average 2,700 to 3,000 square feet. Williams said that the proposed zoning ordinance would limit a new house to 3,750 square feet on an S-50 lot, the most common home lot size in Yonkers.
Besides square footage, yard setbacks and design, the report specifies new ordinances regarding wall heights and basements, among other construction details.
The report also recommended that another task force address other issues important to neighborhood preservation, including ordinances on steep-slope construction, subdivisions of lots, rezoning of existing neighborhoods and public notice of proposed construction or development.
The next steps for the report is the mayor's formal submission of the proposed ordinances to the City Council and a review of such ordinances by the Planning Board. The City Council would then incorporate the Planning Board's recommendations into the ordinances, hold a public meeting and submit the proposed ordinances to the county's planning board before taking action.
If this affects you, please contact me at Rachel@hvbuilder.com. 

(Journal News)
NOTES: The Family Picnic 

The Annual BAHV Family Picnic date has been set!  Please mark your calendars for Saturday, May 10th from 12-4pm at Bowdoin Park in Dutchess.

Live-in-Art Construction has generously stepped up to be the event’s TITLE SPONSOR!!!
If you are a BAHV member, and also in a band, (I know you’re out there) please sign up to play in our annual BAHV Battle of the Bands!!!!

The event, as always, is a day filled with games, food, drinks, a petting zoo, etc!  Costs will again be at last year’s prices of $25 per adult, and $10 per child under 10 years of age.

Don’t forget to sign your team up for the DODGE BALL TOURNAMENT. Yesssssssssssssssssssssssssss. 

