HUDSON VALLEY: Man Down
George Oros had decided the numbers just don’t work for him.  He is dropping his bid to run against first-term Democrat Rep. John Hall, in the 19th district.  
Last week, the Republican committees in Orange, Rockland, Ulster, Dutchess, Putnam and Westchester counties endorsed Kieran Lalor.  Oros’ apparent withdrawal leaves the road clear for Lalor to go head-to-head with Hall in November.
Lalor seems to be an overwhelming favorite.  Hall has yet to declare his re-election bid.
HUDSON VALLEY: Bill on Town Mergers OK’d

A bill that would give citizens the ability to spur town governments to merge with neighboring towns with an eye toward lowering property taxes unanimously passed the Senate Tuesday and may be voted on by the Assembly in coming weeks. 
The legislation would allow citizens to petition their local governments to force town boards to look into merging with other towns. Under the bill, if a petition is signed by 10 percent of those who voted in the last election of both towns in question, the town boards have to perform a study to see if the merger would be beneficial. But the towns would not be forced to merge under the legislation.
Senate Local Government Committee Chairman George Winner, the sponsor of the bill, called his idea a "cost-savings measure for local governments."
The state has 62 counties, 932 towns, 62 cities and 553 villages, a check of state records show.  Critics say the often overlapping jurisdictions, compounded by thousands of legally separate special districts for functions such as water and sewer service and fire protection, lead to inefficiencies and higher taxes.

HUDSON VALLEY: Patterns for Progress Housing Seminar

Pattern for Progress will hold its second annual “Housing the Hudson Valley” conference June 11 at Marist College in Poughkeepsie.
The conference aims to help business, civic and nonprofit leaders address the region’s need for affordable and workforce housing. The keynote speaker will be Robert Yaro, president of the Regional Plan Association. 
The conference will run from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Nelly Goletti Theater, 3399 North Road. Registration costs $55 for Pattern members, $70 for nonmembers and $40 for municipal, planning or zoning board members. For more information, call 565-4900 or go to www.pattern-for-progress.org.

ORANGE: Tuxedo Park Viewshed Law Draws Anger

The village has been working for two years on two so-called viewshed laws — one applying to hillsides and the other at its gateways — to restrict the size and types of houses built on land visible from its main roads and lakes.
Village leaders tabled the hillside law after a spasm of controversy earlier this year. Critics say existing zoning laws are strong enough and worry that more restrictions will hurt property values and make it harder to attract new residents and build the tax base.
Most of the developable land covered by the proposed law is owned by Tuxedo Park Estates.

The laws' stated purpose is to protect the historic and scenic qualities of the village — home to about 300 houses and 1,000 full- and part-time residents — by making new buildings conform to the landscape. That means no more clear-cutting hillsides to build massive homes overlooking the lakes or cutting new driveways.
The laws are prospective but would apply to a landowner who makes significant changes to a developed property. Houses and ancillary buildings would have to meet requirements for size, types and color of materials and location.
But Gary Glynn, who led the committee that drafted the law, said "it's not a matter of taking away property owners' rights. It's a matter of trying to make sure any development does not compromise very important viewsheds to the community."
The law appears to have the support of a majority of trustees. They may pass it at a special meeting at 7:30 p.m. Monday at Village Hall.

(Times Herald Record)

ULSTER: Woodstock Seeks Funding for Biodiversity Map

The Town Board on Tuesday agreed to submit an application seeking $60,000 from the state Department of Environmental Conservation to fund a town biodiversity map.  Under the program, the town's would have to pay at least 25 percent of the cost for the mapping. 

Stevens said the board could start by reviewing sections where the most development is likely. 
"You could think of some corridor that might be under a lot of pressure that you want to get a handle on before the real monsoon of proposals come to the town," she said. "You could also just choose an area that you know to be, or believe to be, very important biologically and just look at that without regard to whether there's any particular pressure on the horizon for development." 

Supervisor Jeff Moran set a meeting for 9:30 a.m. June 10 in the town offices on Comeau Drive to meet with members of several existing committees as part of a new task force to set goals for biodiversity mapping. 
(Daily Freeman)

ULSTER: Rosendale Seminar to Focus on Flooding
A panel of water experts will conduct a public seminar from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesday at the Rosendale Community Center, state Route 32, on the latest regulations and technologies for flood prevention, mitigation and response. 
The free event will address the Federal Emergency Action Agency's recent revisions in the 100-year floodplain maps and concerns resulting from severe floods experienced throughout the Hudson Valley in 2005 and 2007. 
Among sponsors are Hudson River Sloop Clearwater, Rondout Creek Watershed Council, Lower Esopus Watershed Partnership, Wallkill River Task Force, and the Ulster County Department of the Environment. 
For more information, call Victor Melendez at (845) 454-7673, ext. 112, or e-mail victor@clearwater.org.

ULSTER: Workforce Housing Needed in Ulster

Ulster County needs to pay more attention to its housing market, according to public and not-for-profit sector leaders within the county.  Ulster County Affordable Housing Consortium Chairman Michael Berg said the county has lost 25 percent of its 25-40 year-old population.  That is the workforce, he said.

Berg and others urged the legislature to have more of an emphasis on affordable housing because of its correlation with the workforce.  

The Ulster County Development Corporation rolled out their Ulster Tomorrow initiative last year, which put a great emphasis on the housing market, and how it affects the economy.  President Lance Matteson matched housing with development during his speech to legislators Wednesday, and urged them to “get religion on this,” explaining further the importance of the issue.  
“It is an economic development issue, and it does impact our ability to do economic development.  I think we do have a good start on a strategy and we need to take it seriously.”

(Daily Freeman)
WESTCHESTER: Funding Approved for Peekskill Affordable Housing
The Westchester County Board of Legislators Monday night approved bonding to facilitate the development of affordable senior apartments in the City of Peekskill.
Under the New Homes Land Acquisition Program, the county will purchase the current one acre site at 100-1002 Ringgold Street in Peekskill for $860,000 plus $172,000 for closing costs and then turn it over to Drum Hill Housing Development Fund Company for one dollar. The county will also provide $1.5 million from the Housing Implementation Fund to finance infrastructure improvements to the site.

Rents are expected to be about $800 per month for a one-bedroom unit and $900 for two-bedroom units

(MidHudsonNews.com)
NOTES: PAC Fundraiser

The Builders in the Ball Park event is upon us again, so get ready for some baseball!!!

The PDF of the flyer is attached to this email.  As you will see, the ticket prices have been REDUCED this year to make sure that it is again a sell-out crowd.  Last year was a great event, and this year will be even better.
With your $25 ticket price, you get: stadium seating to watch the game, and private seating in the picnic area reserved especially for this BAHV event.  You will have access to FREE all you can eat bbq, burgers, chicken, snacks, soda, water, beer (read that all again if necessary!).  

It’s a Friday night game and includes a FIREWORKS SHOW, so please bring your kids!

Sponsorships available. Please see flyer and reservation form attached. 
