HUDSON VALLEY: The Most Important Thing You’ll Read All Day
The Assembly Steering Committee has agreed to meet exclusively with our membership to gather input on laws and regulations affecting all of your businesses and our industry to help guide them craft business- and industry-friendly legislation next session.
This is an opportunity not to be missed.

Please clear your calendars for July 15th.  There will be a light lunch at 12pm, and the listening session (they’re listening, we’re talking!) from 12:30-2:30. 

Space is limited, so please RSVP to me ASAP so that you can reserve your seat.  There is NO COST for this event.  Please email me at Rachel@hvbuilder.com if you plan to join us.

You will also find the letter from the Steering Committee included as an “insert” in this month’s newsletter.

HUDSON VALLEY: Alert!

This is happening in Poughkeepsie….. for now. Keep your eyes peeled, as I’m sure this is more wide spread than is just being reported:

The City of Poughkeepsie Police Department received five reports of burglaries over the weekend in which copper piping was ripped from the walls of vacant houses. Four of these incidents occurred in the 200-300 block of Church Street and one occurred on Maple Street.

As the price of precious metals continue to rise, police departments across the country are seeing more thefts of this nature. 

Anyone with any information concerning these burglaries, or anyone observing suspicious persons or activity, is asked to call city police at (845) 451-4000 or the Tip Line at (845) 451-7577.

DUTCHESS: Fishkill Board May Extend Building Ban

An additional six months could be tacked onto a building moratorium in the Beacon Hills area of Fishkill. 
The ban gives the town a chance to see if there are ways to mitigate the flooding and see if something can be done about the water supply.  Town attorney Ronald Blass said the study is ongoing and broad in scope, not limited to infrastructure.

(Poughkeepsie Journal)
DUTCHESS: Electrician Licensing Law Comes Down to the Wire

The state Legislature recently approved a request by the county Legislature for permission to adopt such a law, clearing the way for the county to enact legislation requiring all electricians working in Dutchess County to be licensed by the county as a master electrician or to work for a licensed master electrician. 
But now, a longtime Democratic proponent of the legislation is pulling back his support, leaving some question about the fate of the law, now in its fourth incarnation since 1989. 
Legislator Joel Tyner said, although he believes in an electricians' licensing law, he's "on the fence" about the legislation in its current form.  Tyner said his position on the law changed following a recent forum at which many town of Clinton residents argued passionately against the proposal. 
Legislature Chairman Roger Higgins, D-New Hamburg, called Tyner's indecision "frustrating" and "disappointing." But he said the Legislature's Government Services and Administration Committee intends to hold public hearings on the proposal and may consider amendments to make the law more palatable to opponents - and win Tyner back. 
Tyner said late Tuesday that the committee, chaired by Legislator Alison McAvery, D-Fishkill, will hold a hearing on the law at 7 p.m. July 9 in the Rhinebeck Town Hall. A second hearing probably will be held in the southern part of the county. 
Higgins said the Legislature probably will vote on the measure in September. 

The licensing law has been highly controversial across the county. Among contractors and union members, the proposed law has been touted as a way to protect consumers against the dangers of shoddy workmanship. But to many small, independent electricians, the proposal is little more than an attempt by large contractors to raise their rates and limit competition. 
Although Steinhaus hasn't weighed in on the current proposal, he blocked an effort by the county Legislature in 2005 to seek the state's permission to enact an electricians' licensing law, calling the proposed law an "anti-consumer bureaucratic mandate" that would "create an insider monopoly, squeezing small business owners out of business and driving up costs to homeowners/taxpayers." 
In 1989, the Dutchess County Legislature rejected a similar proposal, and another bill, proposed in 2000, was pulled by the sponsor before it reached a vote. 

(Daily Freeman)

DUTCHESS: Meeting Set on Cash for Open Space

Dutchess County Planning and Development Commissioner Roger Akeley will discuss a proposal to preserve open space in the county with legislators during an Environment Committee on July 10.
County Executive William Steinhaus forwarded a $1.6 million bond resolution to the Legislature last week to help pay for open space projects in the towns of Red Hook, Beekman, North East, Poughkeepsie, Union Vale and Washington, as well as the City of Beacon.

The Dutchess County Partnership for Manageable Growth oversees the Open Space and Farmland Protection Matching Grant program. For open space and farmland protection projects, the program provides up to 50 percent of the total cost for development rights, conservation easement purchase prices or other fees.

Akeley will also talk to the Public Works Committee on July 10 to give an update on the LOOP bus system. He could not be reached for comment Friday.

(Poughkeepsie Journal)

ORANGE: County Wants to Tweak Open Space Program

Orange County officials are using a hiatus in the county's open-space preservation program to adjust the criteria they've used to spend or commit roughly $7.5 million in grants since 2004.
One issue county lawmakers have asked them to address is increasing public access to the land that tax dollars have preserved — 2,053 acres so far, with hundreds of more acres in negotiations to be protected.
Another is finding a way to spread the funding to a wider area of the county — including its cities — and to support more non-agricultural projects, since much of the money has been used thus far to buy the development rights to farms.
County Executive Ed Diana put the program on hold this year because of fiscal constraints, but has said he hopes to resurrect it next year.

The access issue is tricky because so much of the preserved land consists of working farms, whose operators might have concerns about visitors — although many already hold open houses arranged by Cornell Cooperative Extension.
Planning Commissioner David Church told a Legislature committee on Friday that the county's attorneys are drafting a provision that would guarantee public access to those areas at least once a year.

(Times Herald Record)
NOTES: PAC Fundraiser

The Builders in the Ball Park event is upon us again, so get ready for some baseball!!!

The latest flyer can be found both on our website, and in this month’s newsletter.  As you will see, the ticket prices have been REDUCED this year to make sure that it is again a sell-out crowd.  Last year was a great event, and this year will be even better.

With your $25 ticket price, you get: stadium seating to watch the game, and private seating in the picnic area reserved especially for this BAHV event.  You will have access to FREE all you can eat bbq, burgers, chicken, snacks, soda, water, beer (read that all again if necessary!).  

It’s a Friday night game and includes a FIREWORKS SHOW, so please bring your kids!

Sponsorships available. Please see flyer and reservation form in your newsletter, and on our website.  Your reservations are required one month before the event…. Yes, that’s right, we need reservations by July 15th.   Make yours NOW!

