HUDSON VALLEY: In Case You Missed It….

Here is NYSBA’s memo on the Governor’s budget:

Governor Eliot Spitzer released his 2008-2009 Executive Budget today, and the New York State Builders Association (NYSBA) is pleased with what we see so far in the housing program area. On the positive side, the governor’s budget included details on the $400 million “Housing Opportunity Fund” that he announced during his State of the State last week. On the negative side though, Spitzer gave counties the opportunity to increase their mortgage recording fees (added taxes for homebuyers). 

 
The housing program details are as follows:

 
Housing Opportunity Fund: 

$400 million will be used for the creation of a new “Housing Opportunity Fund”. These funds will be targeted to the development of “affordable, supportive and workforce housing initiatives” across New York. It will be financed through the release of reserves held by the State of New York Mortgage Agency (SONYMA) Mortgage Insurance Fund, and the sale of certain property at the Javits Convention Center site in Manhattan.  The fund will direct $300 million for Downstate housing efforts and $100 million for Upstate New York. It will be controlled by SONYMA, and overseen by an “advisory panel” made up of representatives from: the Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR), and three other state agencies charged with overseeing supportive housing. 

 
State Low Income Housing Tax Credit: 

The budget recommends $4 million for the State Low-Income Housing Tax Credit Program which will result in “nearly $40 million in new funding for affordable housing over the next ten years.” This bill would increase the amount of annual low-income housing tax credit the Commissioner may allocate from $16 million to $20 million.

 
Housing Trust Fund Program:          
Spitzer includes a $29 million appropriation and $125.9 million in reappropriations for the Housing Trust Fund Program, which provides grants to finance construction or rehabilitation of low-income apartment buildings.

 
The Affordable Housing Corporation:          
The Affordable Housing Corporation will receive an additional $25 million in new funds and $85.5 million in reappropriations to “stimulate local economic growth and stabilize distressed communities across the State by providing grants of up to $35,000 per unit or $40,000 per unit in designated high cost areas.”

 
Increased mortgage recording fees:   
The governor’s budget gives all counties and New York City the option to increase the county clerk recording fee from $5 to $20, and the additional per page filing fee from $3 to $5.

 

Additional Budget details in other areas impacting NYSBA members will be forthcoming.  If you have any questions or require further information contact Lew Dubuque at (518) 465-2492 ext. 113 or lewisd@nysba.com.

HUDSON VALLEY: Panel’s Task: Find Tax Savings

Gov. Eliot Spitzer Wednesday named people with what he called "a wide spectrum of views" to a panel that has been charged with coming up with a way to limit increases in school property taxes.
The group is to deliver a report to Spitzer by May 15 with the outlines of a plan, which Spitzer said will likely include a proposal to put a cap on the education tax levies paid by homeowners.
HUDSON VALLEY: Spitzer Will Speak at Chamber Breakfast

Gov. Eliot Spitzer will speak at a breakfast meeting of the Dutchess County Regional Chamber of Commerce 7:30 a.m. Wednesday at The Grandview, 176 Rinaldi Blvd. 
The fee to attend the breakfast is $20 for members and $25 for member affiliates. A reserved corporate table of 12 seats is $225. Payment is requested at time of reservation. Reservations are required due to security restrictions. 
The event is expected to sell out and reservations will close at noon on Tuesday. 

For more information or to register, call (845) 454-1700, ext. 1000. 
HUDSON VALLEY: Super Duper Tuesday

The BAHV will be joining the ranks of impatient states by “hosting” a Presidential Primary on Super Tuesday!!!

Please look for an email (sent via Voter Voice survey) on Monday, February 4th and click to weigh in on your choice for President!!

“Votes” are anonymous, so please join the fun!  In the spirit of announcing winners (February is Pinnacle Award Night) results of the primary will be announced at the February General Membership Meeting on February 5th! 
HUDSON VALLEY: We’re on the Move

Two things in my category of “projects in progress:”

· We are changing the format for this year’s Lobby Day, to be held April 1st in Albany.  Instead of individual legislative meetings in the members’ offices, we are going to be hosting a luncheon in a conference room right off of the Assembly floor.  This way, we don’t miss the member, and end up meeting with staff because they’re voting, etc.  The window for the luncheon will be wide enough for members to pop in and out.  I am looking for a Luncheon Sponsor. You will be featured in our literature and invitations to the members of the legislature.  Please contact me at Rachel@hvbuilder.com if you are interested.

· Our class proposal for the Association of Towns has been accepted.  A small team of us will be presenting to planning, zoning and town board members from municipalities across the state at the Association of Towns conference in NYC Feb 17-19.  The topic will cover multiple facets of: the costs of development. Hurray! 

HUDSON VALLEY: Hinchey Wants to Halt Foreclosures

At a housing seminar this week at SUNY New Paltz, Congressman Hinchey called on Congress and the White House to place a 90-day moratorium on home foreclosures as part of an economic stimulus package.  

HUDSON VALLEY: Sign Up as a County Captain

In our current economy, the BAHV Government Affairs program needs to be stronger than ever. The committee is looking to slightly restructure. We must have stronger representation in all counties.

If you are interested in signing up as a County Captain, please do! You will be responsible for reporting the goings-on in all of the municipalities in your county, and sharing them with the committee at our monthly meeting.

Ideally, we would like to have one builder and one associate member captaining each county.  Please sign up now – we need your help!

HUDSON VALLEY: Your Input on Green Standards Requested

A draft of the National Green Building Standard (Version #2, December 21, 2007) is available for public comment through February 4, 2008.

These are OUR standards.  Please contribute your comments!! http://www.nahbrc.org/technical/standards/greenbuilding.aspx
HUDSON VALLEY: Central Hudson Proposes State-Wide Plan

Central Hudson Gas and Electric Corporation has a plan for its own territory to reduce electricity demand by 15 percent by the year 2015, as challenged by Governor Spitzer.
The utility has released a public policy statement proposing a comprehensive plan for the entire state.
Central Hudson spokesman John Maserjian said the proposal includes a number of actions and efforts.  They would include appliance rebates for residences, special programs for small businesses that would help them achieve energy savings, and programs targeted toward low-income customers that would help them reduce energy costs and use energy more efficiently.
If approved on the statewide level, they would work in tandem with other energy efficiency programs like those currently in place by the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority.
(MidHudsonNews.com)

DUTCHESS: Washington Town Master Plan Meeting

The Town of Washington Comprehensive Master Plan Update Committee will hold their next meeting at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 31 at the Millbrook Fire House, 20 Front St., Millbrook.

Call 845-677-3419 for more information.
ORANGE: Goshen Building Moratorium

Despite County Planning Department objections, the BAHV written objections and overwhelming opposition at the public hearing, the Town of Goshen voted unanimously on Thursday evening to institute a building moratorium for 8 months on projects of 20 units or more.

SULLIVAN: Listening Tour

The Government Affairs program will be bringing its latest installment of our county-specific listening tour to Sullivan County next month.

If you have issues related to municipal regulations in Sullivan County, please email me (Rachel@hvbuilder.com) your agenda items.  I would ideally like to get the affected parties, as well as the municipal leaders together in this round-table format.

Please contact me if you are interested in participating. 

ULSTER: Gardiner Comprehensive Plan Awaits Changes

Gardiner Town Board is expected to vote Jan. 29 on proposed revisions to the town comprehensive plan. 

The session is scheduled for 7 p.m. at Gardiner Town Hall, U.S. Route 44/state Route 55. 

The comprehensive plan has been under review for about four years, but further changes are considered necessary. In recent public hearings, groups opposed to development near the Shawangunk Ridge have proposed changes, but others have voiced concern that the plan adds too many layers of government. 

Among problems cited with the plan is a provision allowing developers to build additional housing units if some are considered affordable for low- and moderate-income buyers. Town resident Pam O'Dell said the concept was poorly defined and would give officials too much authority over housing sales once projects are constructed. 

Proposed changes in the plan include: 

* The addition of a Hamlet Expansion Overlay District to show areas where residential development may require a zoning change. 

* The addition of "floating" designations to the Soil Mining Overlay District and the Resort Development Overlay District. 

* A requirement that accessory uses "not create noise, traffic, dust, odor, or other impacts that exceed those normally associated with single-family" residential uses. 

* Density limits that would count a three-bedroom house as one dwelling unit. 

(Daily Freeman)

ULSTER: Saugerties to Hold Hearing on Zoning Law

A third public hearing on amendments to Saugerties’ zoning law will be held at 6 p.m. Feb. 21 at the Frank Greco Senior Citizens Center at the corner of Market and Robinson streets. 

Town officials said comments from the two previous hearings and from the Ulster County Planning Department already been incorporated into the draft of the new zoning law. 

The town's zoning law was adopted in 1989, and its comprehensive plan was approved in 1999. Since 2005, the town's Comprehensive Plan Committee has been looking at the plan's vision for Saugerties and updating the zoning law to reflect that vision. 

Changes being considered deal with such things as protecting open space the town's aquifer. 

The most recent draft of the new zoning law is available online at www.saugerties.ny.us. The changes are highlighted in blue. 

(Daily Freeman)

RACHEL’S CLOSING THOUGHTS: Boys in Blue
Whoever thought we would have made it this far.  …. And by “this far” I mean THE SUPERBOWL!!!!!!!!!!
To gear you up for next weekend, here is a great article: http://msn.foxsports.com/nfl/story/7709950 

Let’s Go Giants!  (
AND…. The next Government Affairs meeting will be held at the BAHV office on Wednesday, January 31st at 4pm.  Giants jerseys optional. (
