PAC: Wine Tasting
Please make your reservations for the Winter Wine Tasting on March 28th generously sponsored by Tarshis, Catania, Liberth, Mahon & Milligram and Prudential Serls Prime Properties!!! 


You can find event details at http://www.hvbuilder.com/calendar.html, which will take you to our calendar page on the HV Builder website, click on the bottom of the left-hand column, which will show you the wine tasting flyer. 

The Renegades Builders in the Ballpark game and BBQ has been scheduled for August 15th.  It's a Friday night game with FIREWORKS.  Please mark your calendars!

HUDSON VALLEY: Having a DEC Issue?

I have heard more and more from our builder members about jurisdictional issues with DEC and wetlands.  If this sounds like you – or you have another DEC issue – this month’s General Membership Meeting is one NOT TO BE MISSED!

The DEC Director, William Janeway, will be our speaker at the March 11th GMM at the Holiday Inn in Fishkill.  He will be outlining the new administration’s priorities for the DEC, and then has graciously offered to open up the program to Q&A.  

Now is a great time to ask questions regarding DEC to the man who knows best.  Please find the reservation form in the newsletter you should be receiving any day, or log in to our website and reserve your seat online (www.hvbuilder.com).  Of course, you can always call Roxana at 567-6600 who would be happy to assist you.

HUDSON VALLEY: Lobby Day 

Lobby Day has been scheduled for April 1st (and no, I’m not ‘fooling’ you….).  Best Building & Supply Lumber Corp has generously stepped up to sponsor our Luncheon with the Legislators, which is the new format for this year.

If you are interested in joining the BAHV on Lobby Day, please rsvp to Rachel@hvbuilder.com, and I will send along your registration information.

DUTCHESS: LaGrange Creates New Position for Code Enforcement

The town of LaGrange has shifted a few positions in town hall to meet a growing demand in building code enforcement.

At its recent meeting the town board appointed Vincent Osoba to fill a new position of deputy building inspector.

Osoba was the town’s code enforcement officer. The new deputy building post was created due to the increased workload in the department, said LaGrange Supervisor Jon Wagner.

To fill the vacant code enforcement position the board has hired Tim Sayles on a part-time basis.

Sayleshas 30 years experience in conducting fire inspections of buildings, Wagner said.

HUDSON VALLEY: Before You Sign Those Checks….
2007 was an extremely interesting year in terms of our legislators’ actions, promises and compromises.  I have no doubt that 2008 will be an even more peculiar, disappointing and/or informative year in terms of which legislators are truly supportive of our industry and who are actively working against us.

I know that you often get solicitations for attendance and sponsorships at fundraisers for our Hudson Valley representatives.  

If you have any doubt about where a legislator stands, in terms of our industry and our priorities, please consider contacting me at Rachel@hvbuilder.com or at (845) 567-6600 to discuss… I’d be happy to help.

Your donations this year – as in every year – are so extremely helpful and appreciated, whether they are to our HV BuildPAC or to individual member’s campaigns. But, let’s make sure those valued dollars get into the hands (and campaign coffers) of those who truly support the building and business industries!

DUTCHESS: County Announces Community Development and Housing Grants

Grants totaling more than $2.6 million will be awarded through the Dutchess County 2008 community Development block Grant program and the HOME Investment Partnership to fund a number of projects in the county.
The county secured $1.6 million in CDBG money and over $1 million on HOME funds from the US Department of Housing and Urban Development to assist municipalities, non-profit agencies, and developers with projects to benefit low to moderate income county residents.
The Town of Pawling will receive $150,000, the Town of Northeast and the Village of Millerton will receive $200,000, the Village of Tivoli will get $150,000, the Village of Fishkill will get $133,000, the Town of LaGrange will receive $100,000. The Town of Red Hook will get $150,000, and the City of Beacon will receive over $189,000.

(MidHudsonNews.com)

ORANGE COUNTY: Catch the Dream

Please find the attached sponsorship letter from the County Executive.  Catch the Dream Orange County is hosting its second annual first-time homebuyers fair and needs your help.

Please review the sponsorship letter attached, check out the website, and call me with questions.

ORANGE: McGrane Says City Will Focus on Redevelopment

Newburgh’s leadership will continue to focus on buildings and municipal systems in the coming year as a way to restore the strength of the city.


City Manager Jean-Ann McGrane delivered the annual State of the City address last night to a crowded hall in the activity center. McGrane spoke about the efforts of the last year, including an aggressive push that reduced the number of abandoned buildings by 37 percent. McGrane said they’ll continue on that route in hopes of restoring entire blocks and dealing with related problems such as crime.


She also spoke about the partnership with developer Leyland Alliance to rebuild 30 acres of the city’s waterfront. City leaders are trying to tie that project with the smaller neighborhood projects across Newburgh to restore the city.
(Times Herald Record)

ULSTER: County Launches New Environmental Dept.

A number of top Ulster County officials Monday formally launched the county’s new Department of the Environment with the introduction of its new coordinator, Amanda LaValle.
The county has created the department, which will coordinate environmental issues with various county departments, said County Administrator Michael Hein.
The department will coordinate all the environmental efforts of the county whether it is the highway department, soil and water, or all other departments, he said, “in an attempt to do it in the most efficient manner possible.”
The new offices are located at 17 Pearl Street in Kingston, and LaValle has been appointed as the department’s first coordinator.

(MidHudsonNews.com)

WESTCHESTER: Ossining Councilwoman Takes Over as Supervisor
Councilwoman Martha Dodge is the town's new interim supervisor.

Dodge, 49, takes over for John Chervokas, who said this month that he was leaving the post after 10 years because of Parkinson's disease.

Dodge, who had been in her first full term as a councilwoman, will serve as supervisor until the end of this year. In November, there will be an election to fill the last year of Chervokas' two-year supervisor term.

WESTCHESTER: New Planning Commissioner Named in Mount Vernon

Mayor Clinton Young, Jr. Monday announced that Jeffrey Williams has been appointed to serve as the new commissioner of the Department of Planning and Community Development.  Williams is expected to begin serving in his new capacity on February 25.
Williams will oversee various federal, state and local funded programs designed to improve the physical, social and economic life of the City of Mount Vernon residents. 
(MidHudsonNews.com)

RANDOM NOTES

For any of you who drive in New Jersey, they have enacted a cell phone talking AND texting law, which warrants a $130 fine.

The Times Herald Record covered our Trade Show.  You can find the article here: http://www.recordonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080228/BIZ/802280324/-1/COMM03 

This week’s e-Update has been brief and painless, but I cannot stress to you enough the importance of this month’s GMM – and the opportunity to have the speaker we have in Director Janeway.  Also, please DO NOT MISS your chance to reserve your PAC Winter Wine Tasting ticket. Rachel@hvbuilder.com 

