HUDSON VALLEY: Get Ready For Super Duper Tuesday!!!
This is a reminder that on Monday, February 4th you will be receiving a “primary ballot” for you to weigh in on your choice for President!!

“Votes” are completely anonymous, so please join the fun!  In the spirit of announcing winners (February is Pinnacle Award Night) results of the primary will be announced at the February General Membership Meeting on February 5th! 
HUDSON VALLEY: Upcoming PAC Events

The WINTER WINE TASTING has been rescheduled for a date that will (hopefully) be more accommodating for everyone!

Please mark your calendars (and most importantly make your reservations) for Friday, March 28th from 6-8pm.

HUDSON VALLEY: Showcase Your Green Wares and Services

In addition to “Green” being the theme of this year’s trade show, it seems the papers have taken a liking to really showcasing local companies who are producing or using green technologies.

http://www.recordonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080201/BIZ/802010340/-1/COMM02
Let’s make sure they are showcasing BAHV members! If you have a unique and potentially industry-changing product or service, please let me know! Rachel@hvbuilder.com  

HUDSON VALLEY: Larkin to Lead Sub-Committee 

Senator William Larkin of Cornwall-on-Hudson has been named by Senate Majority Leader Joseph Bruno to chair the 2008 Budget Sub-Committee on Taxes and Economic Development.
As chairman, Larkin will head up state budget issues affecting economic development, the Urban Development Corporation, and Racing, Gaming & Wagering.

Meetings will continue throughout February and final reports will be completed during the week of February 25th. Presentation of sub-committee reports will begin on March 3rd and conclude by March 5th.
(MidHudsonNews.com)

HUDSON VALLEY: Gov Rejects Toll Hikes

Governor Eliot Spitzer Monday said he rejects any proposal to raise tolls on the Thruway.
He said while he has had questions about the plan all along, his concerns were proven out by Sunday’s audit by the state comptroller, which said no hike was necessary.

(MidHudsonNews.com)

HUDSON VALLEY: We’re on the Move

Two things in my category of “projects in progress:”

· We are changing the format for this year’s Lobby Day, to be held April 1st in Albany.  Instead of individual legislative meetings in the members’ offices, we are going to be hosting a luncheon in a conference room right off of the Assembly floor.  This way, we don’t miss the member, and end up meeting with staff because they’re voting, etc.  The window for the luncheon will be wide enough for members to pop in and out.  I am looking for a Luncheon Sponsor. You will be featured in our literature and invitations to the members of the legislature.  Please contact me at Rachel@hvbuilder.com if you are interested.

· Our class proposal for the Association of Towns has been accepted.  A small team of us will be presenting to planning, zoning and town board members from municipalities across the state at the Association of Towns conference in NYC Feb 17-19.  The topic will cover multiple facets of: the costs of development. Hurray! 

DUTCHESS: Workshop Planned on Stormwater 

In LaGrangeville, a free planning workshop "Connecting Your Floodplain and Stormwater Responsibilities: A Workshop for Municipal Board Members and Employees," will be presented 4:30 to 9 p.m. Feb. 7 at Arlington High School, 1157 state Route 55. 
Dinner will be provided.  For more information or to register by Friday, call Jen Cavanaugh at (845) 677-8011, ext. 3.  The program is sponsored by the Dutchess County Soil & Water Conservation District.
**Even though this workshop is geared towards municipal officials, your contributions to the discussion will be very beneficial.**

DUTCHESS: City of Poughkeepsie BID 

	
	Following the lead of nearby Arlington and other communities across New York, the City of Poughkeepsie may soon have a business improvement district to help revitalize its downtown.
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	Local business leaders who have proposed the new district, known as a BID, will hold a public meeting next week for interested property owners, business owners and residents.
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	Leaders said property owners within the district would pay a bit more on top of their regular tax bills. The extra charge cannot exceed 20 percent of the city portion of a property owner's total tax bill.
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	The money collected would help pay for beautification projects and other improvements within the district.
	


ORANGE: Lahey Names New Committee Chairs

A deal reached within the Orange County Legislature has granted Legislature Chairman the duty of assigning committee chairmanships evenly between the two parties.

Chairmen are:

· Rules, Enactments and Intergovernmental Relations: Alan Seidman, R-Salisbury Mills

· Ways and Means: Bernard Winstanley, R-Greenwood Lake

· Physical Services: Michael Paduch, D-Scotchtown

· Health and Mental Health: Leigh Benton, R-Newburgh

· Human Services: Jeffrey Berkman, D-Middletown

· Public Safety and Emergency Services: Stephen Brescia, R-Montgomery

· Personnel and Compensation: Harvey Burger, D-Newburgh

· Education and Economic Development: Anthony Marino, D-Gardnertown
ORANGE: Land Trust’s New Preservation Commitment

The Orange County Land Trust Board of Directors has set a goal of preserving 3,000 acres of land in communities throughout the county over the next three years.
Working with Conservation Impact, a Denver-based consulting firm, and supported with a grant from the Dyson Foundation of Poughkeepsie, the Land Trust reaffirmed its mission “to preserve the fields, forests, wetlands, ridgelines and river corridors in and around Orange County through voluntary land conservation”.  
The Board of Directors and staff also stated their future vision for Orange County where sustainable agriculture provides fresh, locally grown food, where the soil and water are clean and there is an abundance of habitat corridors supporting indigenous plants and wildlife.
Also envisioned for the county is managed growth for the communities, in which future development occurs in a planned comprehensive manner sensitive to conservation principals.  These conservation principals emphasize the preservation of open space and the protection of the county’s ridgelines and wetlands.
(MidHudsonNews.com)

ORANGE: Time Running Out in Port Jervis

There's a new FEMA Proposed Flood Insurance Rate Map for Port Jervis - and it significantly changes flood designations for several city neighborhoods. One of them could be yours.

If this map is accepted without protest or appeal, flood insurance will be required for many mortgage-holding homeowners who may never have had to carry it. The deadline for being heard is Feb. 14.

Mayor Gary Lopriore has asked FEMA for an extension on the original 90-day appeal period, but unless individual homeowners speak up and ask the city to finance the necessary engineering studies, even if the extension is granted, it will be left to the individual property holder to finance the research, and that could cost an individual tens of thousands of dollars.

The FEMA map can be seen in the building official's office at City Hall. Areas with significant changes include North Orange and Maiden Lane areas; large sections stretching from Orange Street to Kingston Avenue; areas off Neversink Drive, from Christopher Street as far as Empire Street; and areas between Center and Willard streets in West End.

Homeowners concerned their property may be in the new flood plain areas, should call or speak to their councilperson or Lopriore, 858-4017, ASAP.

(Times Herald Record)

ORANGE: Walden Welcome Center Requests New Bids

The Village of Walden is seeking new bids for the Welcome Center.  Please contact the village. 

SULLIVAN: Bethel Upzoning

Fast-growing Bethel is proposing tough zoning rules that would restrict homebuilding to 4 and 5 acre lots for more than half the town, protect farms and forest from a crush by developers, and potentially push affordable housing to a few pockets.
The entire southern third of town, almost all the area south of Route 17B, would become a highly restrictive, "forest conservation" designation, requiring single-family homes on 5 acre lots.  Another third of the town would be zoned agricultural, requiring 4 acres for a home.

The town recently released a proposed major overhaul of the rules, which would also create commercial development zones along Route 17B, around Sullivan County International Airport and near Bethel Woods.

There is an information meeting, 6:30 p.m., Monday, White Lake Firehouse, and a Public hearing set for 7:45 p.m. Feb. 14. at White Lake Firehouse.

(Times Herald Record)

SULLIVAN: Listening Tour

The Government Affairs program will be bringing its latest installment of our county-specific listening tour to Sullivan County next month.

If you have issues related to municipal regulations in Sullivan County, please email me (Rachel@hvbuilder.com) your agenda items.  I would ideally like to get the affected parties, as well as the municipal leaders together in this round-table format.

Please contact me if you are interested in participating. 

SULLIVAN: Partnership Has New Exec

The Sullivan County Partnership for Economic Development has selected Peter Gozza, a Liberty businessman with 25 years of economic development experience, as its new executive director.

WESTCHESTER: Galef To Host Town Meetings

This week, Assemblywoman Sandra Galef  begins a series of "town meetings" with constituents.  On Saturday, there will be two meetings - one at 10 a.m. at the Hendrick Hudson Free Library at 185 Kings Ferry Road, Montrose, and a second 1 p.m. meeting at the Julia L. Butterfield Memorial Library at 10 Morris Ave., Cold Spring. 

On Feb. 7, there will be a meeting at The Field Library, 4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill. 

On Feb. 9 there will be a 10 a.m. meeting at the Putnam Valley Free Library and a 1 p.m. meeting at the Kent Free Library.

RACHEL’S CLOSING THOUGHTS: If I’m Not In On Monday….
Sunday is the biggest game the Giants have seen since the 2000 season.  

Considering our opponent’s 18-0 season…. It doesn’t matter how fired up Eli is…. Our defense has to bring their A game. Forget it…. Their A+ game!

(… and considering Michael Strahan was seen out socializing with the Hollywood crowd this week, I’m a little concerned….).

It makes no difference to me who you are…. But make sure you get to your church, temple, synagogue, mosque (or maybe all of them!) this weekend and PRAY!
Let’s Go Giants!  (
http://www.giants.com/news/eisen/story.asp?story_id=26930 
…and if you don’t want to read the whole article, at least read this quote. The Giants are so fortunate to have such a true gentleman at the helm… our boy, Tommy Coughlin [on the Patriots]:

“You don’t need me to talk about how good a team they are.  At 16-0 (after the regular season) and 18-0, they pretty much have answered the bell in every capacity, doing whatever they’ve had to do to find a way to win, whether it was special teams, defense or offense. They’ve got a prolific offensive team. I think they were No. 1 in the league on offense and No. 4 on defense, and their special teams have done a superior job all year long. You look at their numbers on special teams, and they’re in the top 10 in three of the four top categories. So they’re an excellent football team. They have great veteran leadership, outstanding without a doubt. They’ve got great coaching. They’ve got a combination of all of these things, a fine organization. But again, it’s a great challenge, and that’s what makes it so much fun.” 
