HUDSON VALLEY: Gripes About New Flood Map
Municipalities in the Hudson Valley are facing a FEMA Flood Zone re-map, and some area citizens are not pleased.  Some properties who had previously had the option of buying flood insurance, will now be required to do so.  The requirement will stand, unless the insurer or the municipality can prove that the flood zone designation is flawed.

The catch, and the reason why these changes are being met with such skepticism, is because  FEMA is the main seller of the insurance that people included in the flood zone must buy, and the agency is raising its rates.

The Orange County flood-insurance rate map, which also sets out which areas are eligible for flood-prevention projects, is part of FEMA's effort to redraw every county map in the country.  Ulster County's map is under review, and work in Sullivan County begins next year.

Local governments can challenge the changes but must dispute them with hard science.  However, Supervisor Michael Sweeton said he sees no reason to challenge the changes made in Warwick, and many local officials are pleased to have an updated flood map.

New flood maps for Orange and Ulster counties can be viewed online. 

http://rmc.mapmodteam.com/RMC2/Counties.htm 

Appeals must be based on geological information and be filed by Feb. 15. For information on an appeal, call 212-680-8516 or go online. 

http://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/scripts/bfe_main.asp 


Flood insurance premiums offered by FEMA will go up after Jan. 15. Property owners who buy new insurance before then will be eligible for the old rate. Call 212-680-8516 for more information. 

(Times Herald Record)

HUDSON VALLEY: Interesting Numbers By County on Existing Sales

Sales of existing single-family houses in the Hudson Valley and Catskills regions in November remain below November 2006 levels, according to the New York State Association of Realtors.
The largest drop-off was in Sullivan County, down almost 67 percent. Columbia County fell off by over 25 percent; Putnam County fell off by over 22 percent; Greene County by over 21 percent; Rockland County by almost 21 percent; Ulster County by 18 percent; and Dutchess County by over five percent. 
Westchester County lost just three percent of its home sales and Orange County fell by over three percent.
In terms of median selling prices, Columbia County fell by 16 percent, Sullivan County by 13 percent, by almost seven percent in Rockland; and by over three percent in Dutchess.
Prices rose by 13 percent in Greene County and by under eight percent in Westchester County. They remained the same in Ulster County.
(MidHudsonNews.com)

DUTCHESS: Comprehensive Plan Update OK’ed in Beekman

The Town of Beekman has revised its comprehensive plan for the first time since 1999.  The goals from the previous plan remain the same, but the plans for developing town centers, providing more affordable housing, and preserving open space have gotten more specific. 

For example, an option for affordable housing is to have a developer designate 10% of a subdivision for moderately priced homes.  Another could be for the town board to zone areas of town exclusively for affordable housing.  (Option B is more agreeable, and if you have property in Beekman and would like BAHV to become involved, please contact Rachel@hvbuilder.com). 

In order to address these planning and zoning changes, the town had recently declared a 6-month moratorium on residential development, but excluded small subdivisions. [image: image1.png]



	
	Extending central water and sewer service to the town center is one of the goals of the comprehensive plan. A strategy for doing so is under way - the town and county are jointly conducting a feasibility study on the cost of providing the infrastructure services.


(Poughkeepsie Journal)
DUTCHESS: Amenia Board to Discuss ’08 Business

The town board will hold its reorganization meeting at 7 p.m. Jan. 2 at the town hall, 36B Mechanic St.  The meeting is to discuss the 2008 calendar, the supervisor's goals and other business.  Call 845-373-8860 ext. 106 for more information.
ORANGE: Public Dates Set for Sustainable Master Plan

The Sustainable Master Plan, which will guide the course of the City of Newburgh throughout the next 40 years, is in the home stretch. Following three public discussion meetings, the final draft of the plan will go to a public hearing at the January 28 City Council meeting.
The meetings will be held on Saturday, Jan. 5 at 9:30 a.m. at the Newburgh Enlarged City School District Board of Education Auditorium, 123 Grand Street; Monday, Jan. 7 at 6:30 p.m. at Delano Hitch Activity Center, 401 Washington St., and Wednesday, Jan. 9 at the Heights Community Center (City of Newburgh Youth Bureau), 104 S. Lander Street. 
 (MidHudsonNews.com)

PUTNAM: County Legislature to Have New Chairman

Putnam County Legislature Chairman Daniel Birmingham will not be seeking the top jobs in the nine-member body in the new year.  Birmingham said after serving two years as chairman, he was passing the baton.
“I’m going to be very happy to become a regular legislator again and let somebody else worry about the administrative role that goes along with chairman, and I am sure whoever the next chairman is will do a great job,” he said.
Putnam lawmakers will select a new chairman on January 8.
(MidHudsonNews,com)

ULSTER: Gardiner Seeks to Fill Seat on Town Board

Town government is seeking residents interested in filling a vacancy on the Town Board effective Jan. 1.  The term of the seat is two years. To fill the vacancy, the Town Board will appoint an interested applicant for a term running through Dec. 31, 2008. 
In November 2008, the town will hold an election for the Town Board seat to complete the term through Dec. 31, 2009. 
Those interested in serving on the Town Board must be a town resident and should apply in writing by Jan. 18, 2008. The application should include qualifications and other reasons for consideration for the job, along with contact information. 
Applications should be delivered to the town clerk at the Town Hall Office or by mail to PO Box 1, Gardiner, NY 12525. The Town Board will meet in executive session on Jan. 21 to interview all candidates. Immediately following the interviews there will be a special board meeting to appoint the new member. 
 (Daily Freeman)

