HUDSON VALLEY: NYC May Let Watershed Hamlets Expand

Local leaders within the New York City watershed are being asked to consider whether an expansion of the areas of recognized hamlets might further community interests. 
By agreement, the city does not make property purchases within hamlets to protect the quality of water gathered within the city's watershed. The arrangement is intended to protect the economic vitality and potential of the hamlets. 
Those hamlet zones were set up in 1997, but now there is an opportunity to greatly expand those zones. 
Dennis Lucas, the chairman of the executive committee of the Coalition of Watershed Towns, said the city has an extra $300 million to buy land in the watershed over the next 10 years. With about 90,000 acres under city control already, Lucas said his organization did not like it when the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency approved a plan under which the city would purchase more property to avoid being required by the agency to filter its water. 
The Coalition of Watershed Towns has refused to support the deal, bringing the city back to the bargaining table, where Lucas said all are enjoying a spirit of cooperation. 

Now Lucas is awaiting input from the coalition's member communities, but so far the reaction has varied, from some places that don't want any hamlet expansion to others where committees have been at work establishing the maximum size of hamlet expansion they feel they can get away with. 

(Daily Freeman)
HUDSON VALLEY: Interesting Article

Weak Rules Hurt Home Appraisal Oversite

http://www.lohud.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2008808180344
HUDSON VALLEY: Governor Signs Home Foreclosure Bill

Gov. David Paterson has signed legislation giving New Yorkers an extra 90 days to save their homes from foreclosure.  The bill aims to help homeowners who sought subprime loans. 
The 90-day grace period is being added to what is typically a 440-day foreclosure process in New York – the longest in the nation. 

Homeowners will now have time to meet with lenders and receive other information on dealing with their debt. The law also strengthens mortgage lending rules. 
Foreclosures statewide were up 14 percent in the first quarter of 2008 compared to the same period in 2007. 

DUTCHESS: Well Testing Law Hearing Set

Despite much controversy, Dutchess County lawmakers Monday night passed a resolution mandating private well testing when a house is sold.
Dutchess County Executive William Steinhaus will have a public hearing on a mandatory well-testing law at 10 a.m. Aug. 28 on the sixth floor of the County Office Building, 22 Market St., Poughkeepsie. 
DUTCHESS: Comprehensive Plan Hearings Set for October

The Rhinebeck Town Board has set two public hearings for town comprehensive plan revisions that will accompany proposed zoning law changes.  The sessions are scheduled for 10 a.m. Oct. 4 and 7 p.m. Oct. 7, with a location to be determined. 
A scoping session last week that attracted about 60 people was held at Rhinebeck High School after officials became concerned that the audience would be much larger. 
The Town Board has set a deadline of next Monday for comments on the scope of the plan and expects to schedule meetings during September to determine changes needed before the public hearings. 

Among proposed zoning changes is an increase in zoning districts from 10 to 25 designations. Included are: 

* Business Park, Crossroads Business, Community Business North, Community Business South, General Business, and Office Research Park. 

* Gateway East, Gateway North, Gateway South, and Village Gateway. 

* Civic, Neighborhood Residential, Residential Low Density, Residential Medium Density, and Traditional Neighborhood Development. 

* Historic Preservation, Rural Agriculture, Rural Countryside, Land Conservation, Land Conservation Trails, and Rail Transportation Corridor. 

* Rhinecliff Business, Rhinecliff Hamlet, Rhinecliff Hamlet Extension, and Rhinecliff Hamlet Transition. 
Resident Thomas LeGrand said sections of proposed wetland regulations included with the zoning regulations were confusing and unnecessary.  "New York state has probably the most restrictive wetland laws in the nation," he said. "I really don't know why we have a separate set of laws." (someone give this guy a gold star!)
(Daily Freeman)
DUTCHESS: Town of North East Community Preservation Fund

The state legislation that would allow for the Town of North East Community Preservation Fund has passed the state legislature, and awaits the Governor’s signature.

This will permit the Town to put the vote up for public referendum on this November’s ballot.  If this affects YOU and YOUR PROPERTY please let me know at Rachel@hvbuilder.com.  We can help in this effort, but only if it is affecting our members!
ORANGE: RiverKeeper Urging Sewer Moratorium Hook-Ups in Goshen

Citing signs of sewage overflows in the Town and Village of Goshen, the Riverkeeper environmental organization has written to officials of both municipalities urging a moratorium on new sewer hookups.
“Recently, Riverkeeper staff observed signs of raw sewage being discharged into the Rio Grande stream, a tributary of the Wallkill River, which in turn feeds into the Hudson River,” a letter to local officials said.
Town Supervisor Douglas Bloomfield said the town is doing all it can to remedy the problems of runoff entering the sanitary sewer system at the Hambletonian Park and Arcadia Hills subdivisions, which feed the village sewer plant. Those remedies include sealing 212 manhole covers to eliminate inflow.
They town also conducted an inflow and infiltration study at Hamiltonian Park to include TV camera and smoke testing of the lines, he said. The town has identified places that need to be worked on and they are working on that. The town is also going to ask about 11 households that have sump pumps connected to the sewers to connect those.
The town has also received a $3,000 grant to conduct a TV camera inspection of 2,000 feet of sewer lines in Arcadia Hills, to look for leaks.

(MidHudsonNews.com)

ORANGE: Middletown to Explore Privatizing Code Enforcement

Five members of the Middletown Common Council want the city to explore the possibility of turning over the city’s code enforcement functions to a private company.
Council Member Depew says hiring an independent company to do code enforcement would remove any potential for political overtones.
Some of the benefits of that are there won’t be so much cronyism happening between constituents and our current code enforcement and there won’t be so much hesitation with going to certain properties because people know each other in a community,” he said.

(MidHudsonNews.com)

ORANGE: New Windsor Worries About Effects of Rezoning

Town officials say a proposed amendment to senior citizen housing zoning is nothing to worry about.  But some town watchdogs see potential for a major negative impact on Brown's Pond if the revised zoning is adopted.

The town has what is known as an overlay zone for senior citizen housing, meaning it can be built in any zone, with a special permit from the Town Board in addition to Planning Board approval. Nine to 14 units can be built per acre.
The revised zoning would limit such development mainly to the area east of the Thruway. The one area west of the Thruway where senior housing still could be built would be on a series of parcels along Mount Airy Road, surrounding Brown's Pond, which the City of Newburgh owns as a backup reservoir.

Supervisor George Green, though, said criticism from Steidle and others "sounds like a real good argument when you say it fast," but in fact if those properties are developed, greater restrictions on things like storm water runoff would be put in place than are there now.

The city is preparing comments on the revised zoning, but was not ready to make them public as of Friday. 

(Times Herald Record)

SULLIVAN: New Partnership Chief Named

Acting Sullivan County Partnership President Timothy McCausland has been named permanent president of the economic development agency by its board of directors. The announcement was made Thursday.

McCausland said the Partnership will continue to assist development efforts.  Those include the Concord project, the Concord Motorclub, expansion at Holiday Mountain and the job to drive the Empire Zone function for the county. “So, we hope to make that a more visible and viable economic tool for Sullivan County as well.” 

(MidHudsonNews.com)

ULSTER: County Conducts Online Survey on Housing

The Ulster County Housing Consortium wants a barometer of housing costs and their impact on the local economy. So, the agency has launched an online survey that asks residents to register their opinion on the costs and availability of rental and owner-occupied housing.
The Consortium, a group of 22 government and civic organizations, is seeking a better understanding of just how challenging the current issues associated with housing are seen by those who live in Ulster County and their thoughts about housing costs in the future. 
The survey can be accessed directly at:  www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=SnTBsMI1EVhnC8ksdj8C0A_3d_3d
The survey is the first step of an initiative to make sure that the workforce needed to maintain and grow the county’s economy can find safe and decent homes within the county that they can afford, consortium officials said.
The results may also become a barometer showing how Ulster County residents are coping with the fallout of the sub-prime mortgage crisis, high oil prices and the weakening economy.

(MidHudsonNews.com)

