HUDSON VALLEY: New Wetlands Mitigation Rule

The Bush administration announced requirements on Monday to encourage builders to compensate for destroying wetlands or streams by paying to restore or create wetlands elsewhere.  The approach emphasizes the replacement of wetlands across broad watersheds.


The Environmental Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers announced final approval of the rule, saying it would help replace wetlands and streams.

Although the regulation establishes standards for lost wetlands, it emphasizes a preference to "bank" alternative wetlands.

More information can be found here: http://www.usace.army.mil/cw/cecwo/reg/citizen.htm
HUDSON VALLEY: Are you building Town Homes in NYS?

Have you encountered road blocks with the new Fire Code (specifically section 503)?

Please contact me ASAP at Rachel@hvbuilder.com 

HUDSON VALLEY: Climate Change and Land Use

John Cappello, an attorney with Jacobowitz & Gubitz, and Neil Alexander of Cuddy & Feder are co-chairing a two-day conference on Climate Change and Land Use, May 5 & 6, in Tarrytown, New York. This program will focus on Global warming impacts on land use planning and project approvals. We have assembled experts from early adopter jurisdictions around the country to provide insights for the local governments, attorneys, planners, consultants and developers.

You will hear about the factors that go into a successful regulatory program, the appropriate scope of local review in the Hudson River Valley and surrounding regions, and the best way to respond to the concerns leading to these new regulations.

Cuddy & Feder, as well as Jacobowitz & Gubitz are happy to offer their BAHV colleagues a discount to attend the program. Please mention the “Cuddy & Feder Discount” or the “Jacobowitz Discount” in the comments box of the registration page.  The discount is for $150.00 off of the full tuition price!!!

To view the conference agenda, go to link: 

 http://www.lawseminars.com/seminars/08LUCCNY.php
Register here: http://www.lsinews.com/LSI/08/08LUCCNY-r.htm Or, call Law Seminars International directly at (800) 854-8009 or email registrar@lawseminars.com

DUTCHESS: Hyde Park Offers Email Updates

	
	HYDE PARK - The town has launched an "e-mail registry" to provide residents with electronic updates of town government notices.
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	Hyde Park residents can now sign up to receive e-mails on their home or business computers via the Internet.

	


Residents can also specify to receive other alerts - road closings and roadwork from the highway department, police department news, recreation department activities, office hours and tax collection notices from the receiver of taxes and agendas for planning and zoning board of appeals meetings.

DUTCHESS: Rhinebeck Revisiting Master Plan

Newly minted town officials this week will get their first formal overview of a comprehensive plan intended to guide the town's future growth and development.

The Town Board is scheduled to meet at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday at Town Hall with a three-member task force charged with the final review of the document. Also expected to attend the meeting are members of the town's Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Board, Conservation Advisory Council and Comprehensive Plan Committee.

The town has been working to update its comprehensive plan and zoning laws for about five years. 

The Town Board must conduct an environmental assessment of the comprehensive plan - which will include extensive opportunities for public comment - before it can adopt the plan and zoning revisions. 

ORANGE: RDAC Seeking Interested Tradespersons 
RDAC is interested in finding contractors to participate in two projects estimated for the Fall of 2008 to provide housing repair for seniors and the physically disabled persons in the Town of Montgomery.

Orange County Rural Development Advisory Corporation (RDAC) is preparing an application for funds from NYSDHCR RESTORE and Access to Home for the Town Montgomery (and possibly in the Town of Crawford) as a demonstration/pilot project .  Information is attached.

 

Contractors must have references and insurance.  RDAC is seeking general construction, plumbing, electric, and roofing trades.  Handyman service should also reply.  Local firms and woman- or minority-owned businesses are encouraged to participate.  

 

RESTORE provides a maximum of $5,000 per owner-occupied home for emergency type repairs.  Access to HOME  provides $25,000 per home or apartment for accessibility improvements, including improvement for elderly persons who need assistance with  activities of daily living (ADL).

RDAC will prepare a list of interested trades and contractors willing to cooperate in the programs for inclusion in the applications.  Inclusion in the application does not obligate you to participate.  If your circumstances change prior to the arrangement execution in fall 2008, you are free to withdraw from participation. 

 

PLEASE REPLY VIA EMAIL If you have any questions or suggestions.  If you need to speak with Alice,  call 457-4217.   Robin may be reached at 291-7300.  THANKS --AD

ORANGE: Montgomery to Modify Code

The Town of Montgomery will be holding a public hearing on May 1st at 7:30pm at Town Hall on Bracken Road to discuss Energy Star mandates on all new residential construction. 

Please contact me with questions at Rachel@hvbuilder.com 

ORANGE: Montgomery Puts the Squeeze on Businesses

Interesting read: http://www.recordonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080401/BIZ/804010313/-1/COMM01 

ORANGE: New Windsor Works on Master Plan
The Town of New Windsor is putting together a master plan — its first since 1975 — as the first step in being prepared for future development.
Supervisor George Green hopes to see the final plan adopted later this year. Once the plan is approved, Green and the Town Board will look at any zoning regulations that might be needed to implement the plan's recommendations.

Among the recommendations in the current draft of the plan are developing standards for senior housing.

For the past five years, development in New Windsor has been restricted to areas already served by town water, because of a water moratorium imposed while the town looked for possible backups to its main source, the New York City-owned Catskill Aqueduct.
The moratorium is still in effect, although the Town Board authorized a couple of waivers earlier this year.

(Times Herald Record)

SULLIVAN: Bethel Zoning Overhaul May Extend Moratorium

Bethel is expected to extend the temporary halt on major housing developments for another six months.
The Town Board Thursday voted unanimously to introduce a local law for another six-month moratorium with the possibility of a four-month extension beyond that, while the town does an environmental study of a major overhaul of its zoning. Bethel's moratorium on major subdivisions expires on May 7. 
The town believes state law requires an environmental study of the proposed zoning changes. That makes a second moratorium, to begin when the old one expires, necessary.

Supervisor Daniel Sturm said the board wants to protect its zoning from lawsuits. The town also received numerous public comments about the proposed zoning, which could bring significant changes.

The board can't extend the current moratorium further, so must pass a new local law requiring a public hearing on April 24. The moratorium would affect four districts (agricultural, residential settlement, rural gateway and rural development). These also happen to be where major subdivisions are most likely to be proposed.

(Times Herald Record)

NOTES: The Family Picnic 

The Annual BAHV Family Picnic date has been set!  Please mark your calendars for Saturday, May 10th from 12-4pm at Bowdoin Park in Dutchess.

Live-in-Art Construction has generously stepped up to be the event’s TITLE SPONSOR!!!
If you are a BAHV member, and also in a band, (I know you’re out there) please sign up to play in our annual BAHV Battle of the Bands!!!!

The event, as always, is a day filled with games, food, drinks, a petting zoo, etc!  Costs will again be at last year’s prices of $25 per adult, and $10 per child under 10 years of age.

Don’t forget to sign your team up for the DODGE BALL TOURNAMENT. Yesssssssssssssssssssssssssss. 

You can find the reservation form on our website!

