HUDSON VALLEY: Builder Family Picnic

This is your LAST CHANCE to make your reservations for the Builder Family Picnic at Bowdoin Park on Saturday, May 3rd.

Once again, we will have relay races, music, BBQ, beer, kids games and all day fun.

Adults $25 and kids are $10.  This covers the cost of food, drinks and supplies.  Please take advantage of this great opportunity to network, and also spend time at this beautiful river-side park on Saturday afternoon, 12-4pm.


Please contact Roxana by Monday, April 28th to make your reservations.  845-567-6600.

HUDSON VALLEY: Private Well Testing Legislation Passes Assembly
Recently, I mentioned that legislation which would mandate the testing of private wells statewide when a property is sold has passed in the Assembly.  Morahan is carrying the bill in the Senate, but Saland in opposing.
I have since had conversations with NYSBA who confirm that a similar bill died in the Senate last year, and presume the bill will again have the same fate this year as Saland is again opposing the measure.  NYSBA will be monitoring. 

HUDSON VALLEY: Climate Change and Land Use

John Cappello, an attorney with Jacobowitz & Gubitz, and Neil Alexander of Cuddy & Feder are co-chairing a two-day conference on Climate Change and Land Use, May 5 & 6, in Tarrytown, New York. This program will focus on Global warming impacts on land use planning and project approvals. We have assembled experts from early adopter jurisdictions around the country to provide insights for the local governments, attorneys, planners, consultants and developers.

You will hear about the factors that go into a successful regulatory program, the appropriate scope of local review in the Hudson River Valley and surrounding regions, and the best way to respond to the concerns leading to these new regulations.

Cuddy & Feder, as well as Jacobowitz & Gubitz are happy to offer their BAHV colleagues a discount to attend the program. Please mention the “Cuddy & Feder Discount” or the “Jacobowitz Discount” in the comments box of the registration page.  The discount is for $150.00 off of the full tuition price!!!

To view the conference agenda, go to link: 

 http://www.lawseminars.com/seminars/08LUCCNY.php
Register here: http://www.lsinews.com/LSI/08/08LUCCNY-r.htm Or, call Law Seminars International directly at (800) 854-8009 or email registrar@lawseminars.com

DUTCHESS: Land Trust Seeks Easement Oversight 
Members of the Town Board are hesitant to sign on to a proposed program that would allow the nonprofit Winnakee Land Trust to monitor future conservation easements in the town. 

At a Town Board meeting Wednesday, the board reviewed a proposed resolution to pay the land trust $5,000 to hold conservation easements within new subdivisions. 

Board members said the sequence of town approvals for easements was not clearly defined by the land trust, which focuses on the towns of Rhinebeck, Red Hook, Milan, Hyde Park and Clinton. 

Marcy Appell, the secretary of the Winnakee Land Trust and a former town Planning Board chairwoman, said the program was suggested by officials in the neighboring town of Milan to maintain consistency concerning easements after officials have left office. 

"Winnakee would have to increase its staff, so we asked the five towns (for) $5,000 a year for our staff," she said. "Stewardship costs, the cost to monitor this land, would be paid by the developer." 

Officials said the resolution will be added to the Town Board agenda next month. 

(Daily Freeman)

DUTCHESS: Hyde Park to Map Out Revaluation

To make sure everyone in the town is paying their fair share of taxes, the town may update assessed property values.  The last time a townwide revaluation took place was in 1994.
Assessor Tim McGowan said since then market values have doubled what most Hyde Park homes were assessed at 14 years ago. Conducting a revaluation now, he said, should not significantly change what most of those homeowners pay in property taxes.

If done properly, a revaluation will not increase the taxes of most property owners, Supervisor Pompey Delafield said.

About a dozen Dutchess County towns have recently gone through property revaluations. All were deemed successful by the New York state Office of Real Property Services in being issued a 100 percent equalization rate - reflecting the harmony between assessed and market values.
Most of those towns hired a consultant - MJW Consulting of Queens - to appraise their properties. A number of the towns were unhappy with the work done by MJW and are involved in legal action over payment of the consulting fees.
The state Office of Real Property Services agreed in March to review MJW's assessment practices upon a request by Assemblyman Marc Molinaro, R-Tivoli.
Delafield and others on the Hyde Park town board support having McGowan completely oversee a townwide revaluation - and forego hiring a consultant.  McGowan is confident he and his staff can do the job.

(Poughkeepsie Journal)

ORANGE: Water Study Continues in Orange County

A look into whether the communities in the center of Orange County should collaborate on water resources is continuing.
County Executive Edward Diana said five test wells have already been drilled in the county’s Indigo Reservoir area to test the availabilities.
“We have seven communities working together – Middletown, Wallkill, Mt. Hope, Wawayanda, Town of Goshen, Village of Goshen, all working together collaborative with Orange County and the County Water Authority to see if that feasibility study in the center of the county is something that could bring more water to interconnect municipalities so they could share water in time of need,” he said.
Diana last week received approval from the county Water Authority to fund a study into the possibility of liking the two New York City reservoirs together.
(MidHudsonNews.com)

ORANGE: Montgomery to Modify Code

The Town of Montgomery will be holding a public hearing on May 1st at 7:30pm at Town Hall on Bracken Road to discuss Energy Star mandates on all new residential construction. 

In order to really show our opposition to this mandate, we need to turn out a large crowd.  Please contact me with questions, or if you need talking points at Rachel@hvbuilder.com  

ULSTER: Volunteers Sought for New Paltz Boards

The town of New Paltz is inviting interested members of the community to apply for vacant seats on the Environmental Conservation Commission (three-year term), Historic Preservation Commission (five-year term) and on the Zoning Board of Appeals (five-year term). 
If you have an interest in volunteering to serve on any of these committees, send a letter of interest and resume to Deputy Supervisor Jane Ann Williams, janeannwilliams@townofnewpaltz.org or PO Box 550, New Paltz, NY, 12561.
ULSTER: Town of Ulster Supports County Assessment Study

The Town Board has agreed to support a study that explores whether there are ways equity can be brought to property assessments through a coordinated system handled by the county. 

	


A memorializing resolution was approved during a Town Board meeting last week, when town officials said the county was given $50,000 to determine if assessment currently done by municipalities would benefit as a result of consolidation. 

Under the grant guidelines, a study would include the "impact on equity, uniformity, fairness, quality and equalization of assessments." 

The resolution adds that "all possible options for shifting assessment functions to the county (should be) examined as part of any study and that the property taxpayers in Ulster County (should) make the final determination in the form of referendum on the future of assessment administration." 

Maloney said the towns of Lloyd, Marbletown, Olive, Plattekill, and Shandaken have also adopted resolutions to support a study. 

(Daily Freeman)
WESTCHESTER: Proposed County Septic Requirements

As I mentioned in last month’s newsletter, Westchester County is considering requiring the Board of Health to approve all additions/remodels over 1,000 sq. ft, regardless of if the addition includes another bedroom.  Their intention is to update outdated septic systems to newer technologies by having Health Department input on this new threshold.

BAHV sprung in to action, and joined members of the Westchester Builder Institute at the Board of Health public hearing on these amendments on March 20th.  There was such a turnout in opposition of these new regulations, that the Board of Legislators created a Septic Subcommittee, which among other things, will be addressing this proposed language.

The BAHV was present at the inaugural meeting, along with our friends at the Westchester Builder Institute.

There are some amendments to the proposed language, but none that address our pleas to raise the threshold above 1,000 sq ft.  Therefore, I am asking for your help and attendance at the next public hearing on the proposed language on Thursday, May 15th at 9am at Somers Town Hall.

If you have ANY questions about the legislation, OR why we’re opposing it, please contact me at Rachel@hvbuilder.com to find out more.
NOTES: Government Affairs Committee, Media Clips & Help
· The Next Government Affairs Meeting will be held next Wednesday, April 30th at 8am at the BAHV.  Please email Rachel@hvbuilder.com if you plan to attend.

· Also, there is a new section on our website for our media clips, linking you to newspaper articles where the Builders Association is referenced or directly quoted.  Please check it out.  
· As you can see, the media outlets that I depend on for information regarding regulatory items that will affect the residential building industry have been unbalanced in their coverage of our vast 6-county region.  Poughkeepsie Journal is great about posting public meetings and agendas, etc, and the Times Herald Record and MidHudsonNews.com are great, too.  But the Journal doesn’t really post online any local stuff.  If you see articles in your local papers that we should know about, PLEASE pass them along so the membership can benefit.

