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Position Paper

The Road Ahead: Getting Green
There is an intense wave of interest in all things “Green.” It is especially important that builders make every effort to incorporate affordable new technologies and practices into their buildings and land development.
Over the years, there has been a quiet revolution with regard to the construction of new homes, with more energy efficient equipment, appliances and construction and development methods being regularly incorporated.  With regard to land development, the state of the art has evolved so that, among many other techniques, storm water is treated before leaving the site and cluster development has been encouraged to reduce environmental impacts.
There are many things that builders are incorporating now into their ‘every day’ that are part of what is considered shared best practices.  What is becoming standard is often what was cutting edge green just a few years ago.  For instance, many of our builders are already meeting Energy Star, a designation in which a home must meet guidelines for energy efficiency set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. These homes are at least 15% more energy efficient than homes built to the 2004 International Residential Code (IRC), and include additional energy-saving features that typically make them 20–30% more efficient than standard homes.  Energy requirements have been heightened substantially over the years.  But we must always strive to improve. 

In residential green building, it is important to reconcile green requirements with affordability.  In considering green standards, we have to constantly review the need for energy efficiency in light of efforts NOT to further price our families out of achieving the American Dream.  

The National Association of Home Builders, the national affiliate organization of the Builders Association of the Hudson Valley, will be rolling out its green building standards at its International Builders Show (IBS) in Orlando in February 2008.
The association’s educational arm, the University of Housing, has established – based on these new standards – a new designation, the Certified Green Professional.  Just like all of its builder designations, the requirements for achieving this professional designation are difficult – but necessary for qualification as a green professional.

Green Building cannot be an overnight revolution – with standards being mandated.  There needs to be a progressive evolution so that our area builders become educated in applying these standards.  And it is critical that the new standards be reasonable and a sensible investment for homeowners in the area.  Standards must be flexible to reflect regional differences.  Just like you would hope that a doctor has taken continuing education credits for a breakthrough surgery technique, our Hudson Valley builders need an opportunity to participate in the development of new standards and to be educated on the latest green building materials, techniques and standards before requirements change.
Requirements for this new Certified Green Professional standards are at least: 24 hours of course work and regular additional continuing education credits in: Business Management for Building Professionals (which the Builders Association of the Hudson Valley offers) and Green Building for Building Professionals, which is a 2-full-day session course, which the BAHV also offers (the next offering is in April).  

The Builders Association of the Hudson Valley is not reserving this exceptional designation for only our members.  These classes are available to all builders in the Hudson Valley who are trying to achieve this Green designation. We find it to be that important. 
Our builders are excited to be on the cutting edge of this evolution of Green; and are becoming the leaders in Green building technology.  We hope that our Hudson Valley area environmental and municipal experts are as excited about these upcoming NAHB Green Building Standards as our home builders are, and we encourage these community leaders to reach out to the Builders Association of the Hudson Valley to learn more.
Please consider attending our Trade Show, held Feb 27th from 2-7.  This year’s theme is “Green,” and we are encouraging all exhibitors to incorporate their green wares into their product displays.  We hope that you will join us.
In evaluating green practices, one must always keep in mind the cost.  Affordable housing is a considerable problem in the Hudson Valley, property taxes are substantial and the increased cost of new technologies should be carefully scrutinized before being mandated.
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